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Claytor Lake, VA  
 

Points of Emphasis  
•  Lake ecosystem impacted by sedimentation  
•  Ecosystem Restoration project  
•  Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement (FCSA) signed June 27, 2005  
•  Feasibility Phase scheduled for completion FY 2008  

 
 
Congressional Interest:  
Senate House of Representatives 
Senator Jim Webb 
Senator John W. Warner 

Congressman Rick C. Boucher (VA-09) 

 
Project Name in Appropriations Bill: New River, Claytor Lake, VA 
 
Authorization: Resolution of the Committee on Public Works of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
adopted 10 May 1962. 
 
Project Sponsor: Pulaski County Board of Supervisors, VA 
 
Project Stakeholders: Friends of Claytor Lake (FOCL) local non profit group; Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation; Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries; Izaak Walton League; 
Appalachian Electric Power; Pulaski County Board of Supervisors 
 
Project Location: Claytor Lake is located in Pulaski County near Radford, Virginia. 
 
Project Background: The New River Basin Reconnaissance Study Report (Section 905(b)), dated October 
2000, evaluated the potential for Federal interest in implementing solutions to flooding, ecosystem 
degradation, and other related water resource problems and opportunities in the New River Basin. One of 
the locations identified as a potential Federal project was Claytor Lake. Claytor Lake was developed for the 
generation of hydropower owned and operated by American Electric Power. 
 
Project Description: The upper portion of Claytor Lake captures entrained sediment loads from the New 
River. Primarily, in the upper 2 miles of the lake, sedimentation is the greatest along the inside of the relic 
river meander habitats. This has smothered benthic habitat, reduced water depths, and fisheries habitats. 
Initial consideration of concepts and project alternatives has included deep water structures, the 
establishment of emergent, transitional and terrestrial vegetation, and the construction of adjacent 
embayment or wetland features. 
 
Project Status: The Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement (FCSA) was signed on June 27, 2005. The 



feasibility efforts are underway and include an assessment of baseline conditions, public involvement in 
project scoping, and development of project alternatives. Currently, efforts are being coordinated with AEP 
to make best use of the re-licensing process under FERC for project and stakeholder benefit. Progress in 
2007 was delayed to incorporate the results of AEP data collection on environmental resources. 
 
FY 2007 Funding: To be determined 
 
FY 2007 Activities:  
•  Continue public involvement  
•  Continue feasibility efforts  
•  Evaluate alternatives  
 
FY 2008 Activities:  
•  Complete Feasibility Study  
•  Complete NEPA process  
 
FY 2006 Funding: $99,000 
 
FY 2006 Activities:  
•  Determined project baseline conditions  
•  Engaged public in project scoping of problems and opportunities  
•  Formulated and evaluated alternative plans  
•  Initiated Preliminary Draft Environment Assessment  
•  Coordianted with AEP's re-licensing efforts  
 
Current Phase: Feasibility (Feas) 
 
Current Appropriation: General Investigations 
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