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Federally-listed Threatened and Endangered Species, and Designated Critical Habitat Information for
West Virginia Projects
Before the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) can issue a permit under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act  and/or Section 404 of the Clean Water Act,  the Corps must fulfill the requirements of Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; l6 U.S.C. l53l et seq).  ESA compliance must be demonstrated for all types of Corps authorizations, including Individual Permits, Letters of Permission, Nationwide Permits and Regional Permits to ensure an authorized project is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of federally-listed threatened, endangered and candidate species and their designated critical habitat.  If an endangered or threatened species or critical habitat occurs on a project site, and/or the action being authorized by the permit would directly or indirectly affect a federally-listed species, consultation is required.  Consultation may require some time to complete, and may require project modifications to avoid adverse effects.   In an effort to streamline project reviews, we are providing a species list by county and the list of streams with federally-listed aquatic species for use by applicants. For Corps permits in West Virginia, the applicant should send a letter to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) requesting additional information on federally-listed species and designated critical habitat when the proposed project occurs in one of the counties or streams listed in the attachments.  This letter should include:
•
Location data including latitude and longitude of project area, site address and county;
•
A detailed, concise project description, including layout of any new construction;
•
A detailed, concise description of onsite habitat, including the size, location, and quality of streams, wetlands, forested areas and other natural areas, and proposed impacts; and
•
A topographic map with the project area identified.
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The above information should be submitted to the following address:

Mr. Thomas Chapman, Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

694 Beverly Pike

Elkins, WV 26241

A letter does not need to be sent to the Service if the proposed project does not occur within one of the counties or streams listed in the attachments and includes less than 17 acres of forested habitat to be removed.

The entire State of West Virginia is considered potential Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) habitat.  Therefore, any project that involves the removal of 17 acres or more of forested habitat should be surveyed using the mist net survey procedures or a Protection and Enhancement Plan should be prepared and submitted to the Service.  Additional information about Indiana bats, and methods to avoid impacts to them, is provided in (1) Coal Mining in West Virginia: Guidelines for Protecting the Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis); and (2) Non-Coal Related Guidelines for Protecting the Indiana Bat.
As a reminder, Section 9 of the ESA prohibits unauthorized take of listed species and applies to Federal and non-Federal activities.  Take includes to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound kill, trap, capture or collect, or to attempt any of these.  Additionally, endangered species and their habitats are protected by Section 7 (a)(2) of the ESA, which requires Federal agencies, in consultation with the Service, to ensure that any action it authorizes, funds or carries out is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or results in the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat.

Project construction or implementation should not commence until all requirements of the ESA have been fulfilled.  If you have any questions or require further assistance regarding federally-listed species, please contact the Service’s West Virginia Field Office at (304) 636-6586.

Attachments:
Species list with Counties
Stream list
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