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One Barge Removed at Belleville Locks and Dam

     HUNTINGTON, WV…  A salvage team managed to free the floating barge at the Belleville Locks and Dam 6:00 p.m. Wednesday night. A Motor Vessel used two barges to push against the trapped barge from the downstream side of the dam, and the barge floated safely across the dam, where it was captured by another vessel.

     Salvage efforts continue at Belleville to remove the four barges that sank below several gates of the dam on the Ohio River.

      Locking continues through Belleville and Willow Island Locks and Dam. Lockages will be managed on a case by case basis. The traffic will be controlled by an industry traffic and safety control center at 740-374-8710 or 254-241-4305.

     Heavy rains in northeastern Ohio have raised the level of the Ohio River. Crest is expected to occur Jan. 15.

     Even though the river level is rising, loss of the navigation pool remains a concern. This has the potential to close the river between Belleville and Willow Island to navigation traffic, including coal shipments to power companies along the Ohio River. It may also affect the stability of barges in fleeting areas along the river. It could also shut down public water supply intakes and other industrial intakes. In addition, with the rapid reduction of water level, some areas along the river may suffer bank failure and slips.

     The Corps, Coast Guard and towing company are making every effort to remove the barges as quickly and safely as possible to minimize the impact on the public.
     For more information, contact the Public Affairs office at 304-399-5353 or visit the Huntington District’s website at http://lrh.usace.army.mil.
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