
IMPORTANT FACTS YOU NEED TO KNOW:

THE FINAL PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION (PHASE 5) TO REDUCE 
SIGNIFICANT LIFE SAFETY RISKS HAS BEGUN

This work is anticipated to last through the 2020s

Public Safety is the #1 Priority of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Ongoing construction at Bluestone Dam is being conducted to increase the 
stability of Bluestone Dam and reduce life-safety risks. 

Bluestone Dam reduces flood risk throughout the                                                    
New and Kanawha River Valley all the way to the                                                              
Ohio River and beyond, including the State Capital                                                             
of Charleston, West Virginia. 

Without further investment, the dam will                                                                   
continue to pose an unacceptable risk of failure,                                                                            
causing catastrophic consequences downstream                                                                               
including significant loss of life, and emptying Bluestone Lake permanently. 

This investment will continue thru the 2020s. While most of the work will take 
place in the Primary Spillway, adjacent                                                                                     
land will be required for lay-down and                                                                                
related construction activities. 

Following construction work, these areas                                                                                 
will restored with recreational facilities                                                                                
open to the public. 

PLEASE VISIT THE LINK BELOW OR SCAN THE ADJACENT QR CODE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND LINKS: 
https://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Current-Projects/Bluestone-DSA/

Also Please Contact our Public Affairs Office by Calling 304-399-5353 or Emailing pa2@usace.amry.mil

Phase 5 will improve the Primary Spillway to enable the dam to pass 
extreme storms without failing.  This construction will be completed in 
stages to completely reconfigure the Primary Spillway.

CHANGES YOU WILL SEE DURING CONSTRUCTION

1) As early as 2020, the dam’s routine outflow will be reduced so that the lake will go 

out of pool anytime flows coming into the lake equals or exceeds 10,000 cubic feet 
per second. As result, Bluestone’s Lake level will change more frequently. Meaning boat 
ramps, parking lots, campgrounds and other features of Bluestone State Park and Wildlife 
Management Area will flood more often at higher levels and for longer times.  This 
condition will return to normal after construction. 

2) As early as 2020, the fishing pier located off State Route 20 will be closed to the 
public and taken down as this area will be required to a reconfigure the primary spillway.  
A new fishing pier will be established following work in the stilling basin. In the meantime, 
a new fishing pier has been added to the Bluestone State Park and additional access to the 
New River has been added at Belle Point Park. 

3) As early as 2020, the area were Packs Branch empties into the New River will be 
closed to the public due to construction activity. The area will be re-opened following 
construction in an improved condition. 

4) The area near Belle Point Park currently used for construction laydown will be 
restored with features, such as playgrounds, a second Little League ball field, day use areas 
and comfort stations. 
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