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AGENDA

• Introductions

• Project Background

• What is a Master Plan

• Stakeholder/Public Participation

• Open Forum – Suggestions/Q&A

2



STAKEHOLDER MEETING OBJECTIVES
• Inform the public and stakeholders that a master plan revision has started

• Describe the master plan revision process

• Learn what needs, ideas, and concerns stakeholders have about the master plan revision

• Collect your questions and ask for your participation in providing any pertinent information. This 
information could include:

• Management Plans
• Natural and Cultural Resource Data
• Visitation and Recreation Data
• Any previous studies completed

• NEPA Scoping Process
• Opportunity for Public/agency comments and questions on the potential impacts of proposed federal actions
• Includes comments from other federal, state, and local governments, and Tribal Nations

• Encourage Participation 
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ABOUT PAINTSVILLE LAKE
Paintsville Lake is a total of 1,139 surface acres. The US Army 

Corps of Engineers owns a total of 13,156 acres of land 
surrounding the lake with 57 miles of shoreline. The lake is 
approximately 18 miles in length.  Paintsville Lake gleams 
like a jewel in the crown of the mountains of Eastern 
Kentucky. With steep cliffs and wooded coves along the 
shoreline.  The lake provides 1,140 acres of boating, skiing 
and fishing pleasure. After a day on the lake, relax in the 
campground. For a glimpse into a vanished way of life, visit 
the Mountain Homeplace. This living history farm recreates 
Appalachian farm life in the mid-1800s.
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https://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Current-
Projects/Paintsville-Lake-Master-Plan/



PAINTSVILLE LAKE CURRENT CONDITIONS

• Visitation in 2020 – 277,181
• Increased demand on facilities
• Undersized Recreation Facilities 

due to 8972 project
• Flat lined Recreation Budgets
• Endangered Species
• Invasive Species
• Water Quality
• Aging Infrastructure & 
Maintenance costs

• Supporting User Groups
• Cooperative Efforts
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CURRENT STATE OF THE PROJECT
USACE Operated

• Damsite
• Downstream

Outgrants
• 1 Marina
• 32 Full Service
Campsites & 
10 Primitive
• 6 Shelters
• 4 Boat Ramps
• 1 Trail
• City of Paintsville Water Intake

Supporting all of Johnson County 
and parts of surrounding counties
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Environmental Concerns
• Water quality threatened 
• Shoreline erosion
• Overuse of the Resource
• Aquatic habitat loss
• Impacts to Endangered Species
• Impacts of Invasive Species



WHAT IS A MASTER PLAN?
The Master Plan is a strategic land use management document that 
guides the comprehensive management and development of all 
project recreational, natural and cultural resources throughout the life 
of the water resource development project.

• It presents broad, conceptual resource management objectives and land classifications on 
project lands that are broad and adaptive over time. 

• Adheres to Federal laws to preserve, conserve, restore, maintain, manage, and develop 
project lands, waters, and associated resources, including the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) for environmental stewardship and outdoor recreation

• Reviewed every 5 years; General goal is an effective lifespan of 15- 25 years
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WHAT WILL THE MASTER PLAN REVISION INCLUDE? 

• Identify issues, needs, and opportunities 
• Provide land classifications and resource 

management objectives 
• Provide for protection of environmentally and 

culturally sensitive areas
• NEPA documentation will be integrated in the 

master plan revision 
• Ensure federal agencies give proper consideration to 

the environment prior to undertaking a federal action
• Involve the Public (scoping) in the decision-making 

process
• Document the process by which agencies make 

informed decisions
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GOALS OF A MASTER PLAN
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WHAT IS NOT PART OF A MASTER PLAN?
1) Focus on facility design details or details of daily project administration.

2) Address water level management and flood control as a separate manual is used to regulate 
water storage and discharge.

3) Plan or approve changes to the management of allowable private activities as set forth in ER 
1130-2-406 (docks and vegetation modification). 

4) Technical aspects of: 
• Water management for flood risk management 
• Regional water quality 
• Water supply 
• Shoreline management 
• Water level management 
• Hydropower
• Navigation 
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WHY ARE WE REVISING PAINTSVILLE LAKE’S MASTER 
PLAN NOW?

The current Master Plan was completed in 1974.

Because the master plan is 47 years old, the plan includes little information on cultural resources, 
invasive species, endangered species, wildlife habitat value, jurisdictional wetlands, and other 
environmental features that have become critically important following the passage of landmark 
legislation such as the Clean Water Act and Endangered Species Act.

Changes in social and recreational conditions have occurred since the master plan was approved. 
The revision will re-examine land classifications due to these substantial changes.  
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This update is stewardship driven and seeks to balance recreational 
development and use with the goal of conservation of natural and cultural 
resources.



r

pecialist

We’re 
Listening!

MASTER PLAN REVISION TEAM
Accomplished by a team of Corps employees --- with input from other agencies

• Project Manager
• Operations Project Manage
• Planner
• Biologist
• Archaeologist
• Lake Staff

- Lake Manager
- Rangers
- Natural Resource S

• Office Of Counsel
• GIS Team
• Real Estate Specialists
• Public Affairs Specialist
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MASTER PLANNING PROCESS
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RESOURCE ANALYSIS

– Fish and Wildlife Resources
– Vegetative Resources
– Threatened & Endangered 

Species
– Invasive Species
– Ecological Setting
– Wetlands
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Common Name Species 

Autumn Olive
Elaeagnus 
umbellata

Canada thistle Cirsium arvense

Common Reed
Phragmites 
australis

Emerald ash borer Agrilus planipennis
Eurasian 
watermultifoil

Myriophyllum 
spicatum

Garlic mustard Alliaria petiolata
Japanese chaff 
flower

Achyranthus 
japonica

Japanese 
honeysuckle

Lonicera japonica

Johnson grass Sorghum halepense
Multiflora rose Rosa multiflora
Oriental bittersweet Celastrus orbiculata
Purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria
Japanese 
honeysuckle

Lonicera japonica

Tree-of-heaven Ailanthus altissima

Zebra mussel
Dreissena
polymorpha

Example: Invasive 
Plant Species List



RESOURCE OBJECTIVES

• Clearly written statements that set forth measurable
and attainable management activities that support
the stated goals of the MP

• Must be consistent with authorized project purposes, Federal laws, directives, 
regional needs, resource capabilities, and expressed public interests

• They should also take recreational and natural resources carrying capacity into 
account as well as State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plans (SCORP). 
These objectives must maximize project benefits, meet public needs, and 
foster environmental sustainability.
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EP 1130-2-550



RESOURCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
GOAL A. Provide the best management practices to respond to regional needs, resource capabilities and capacities, and 
expressed public interests consistent with authorized project purposes.

GOAL B. Protect and manage Project natural and cultural resources through sustainable environmental stewardship 
programs.

GOAL C. Provide public outdoor recreation opportunities that support Project purposes and public interests while 
sustaining Project natural resources.

GOAL D. Recognize the unique qualities, characteristics, and potentials of the Project.

GOAL E. Provide consistency and compatibility with national objectives and other State and regional goals and programs.
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LAND ALLOCATION AND LAND CLASSIFICATION
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Land Allocation – a subset of project land based on the purpose for which 
the land was acquired (in general, does not change throughout the life of 
the project)

Land Classification – a subset of project land based on how the land will 
be managed (in general, can be periodically changed through formal 
revision to reflect changing policy, public needs, or to meet mission 
requirements)



PAINTSVILLE 1974 LAND CLASSIFICATION MAP
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Red – High Density 
Recreation

Pink – Low Density 
Recreation

Green – Wildlife 
Management

Dark Green -
Operations



LAND CLASSIFICATIONS
• Project Operations 
• High Density Recreation
• Mitigation
• Environmentally Sensitive Areas
• Multiple Resource Managed Lands

o Low Density Recreation
o Wildlife Management
o Vegetative Management
o Future/inactive Recreation

• Water Surface
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COMPLETING THE MASTER PLAN
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•The master plan will take 18-24 months to 
complete

Milestone
Schedule Milestone Schedule 

Public Notification for Scoping February 2021
Public Comment  Period 23 February – 25 March 2021
Resource Objectives Meeting April, 2021
Draft Regional Master Plan/Integrated EA 
Public Notification 

December, 2021

Public Comment Period (30 days) January, 2022
Final Master Plan / Execution of Finding of No 
Significant Impact 

April, 2022



THERE ARE THREE WAYS TO SUBMIT COMMENTS:

1) Email: Paintsville.masterplan@usace.army.mil
2) Mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Paintsville Lake 
807 Kentucky Route 2275 
Staffordsville, KY 412564

3) Interactive Lake Map: 
https://lrl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/CrowdsourceReporter/index.ht
ml?appid=ca4bf996b5dc43c097d9b90e873e4f38

https://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Current-Projects/Paintsville-Lake-Master-Plan/
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INTERACTIVE LAKE MAP

https://lrl.maps.arcgis.com/apps/CrowdsourceReporter/index.html?appid=ca4b
f996b5dc43c097d9b90e873e4f38
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QUESTIONS/COMMENTS?
23

Your Participation is 
Important to Everyone!

https://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Current-
Projects/Paintsville-Lake-Master-Plan/
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GOALS OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
• Inform the public that a master plan revision has started

• Describe the master plan revision process

• To establish and maintain channels of communication with the public 

• To identify public’s interests and concerns

• To give consideration to public views 
throughout the process

• To provide information about process and decision making

• NEPA Scoping Process
• Opportunity for public/agency comments and questions on the potential impacts of proposed federal actions
• Includes comments from other federal, state, and local governments, and Tribal Nations
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